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News from the HMR Board Meeting and a round-up of recent progress – November 2007 

 

Minister announces £1 billion for HMR 

The Government has given the green light to a £1 billion funding package for housing market 
renewal over the next three years. 

The announcement by DCLG Minister Iain Wright MP received a warm welcome from the Pathfinder. 

We expect to be allocated a slice of the funding in response to our Business Plan, which has now 
been submitted to the Department for Communities and Local Government. 

The plan asks for £100 million of Housing Market Renewal funding, which would attract other private 
and public sector investment, bringing the total to more than £270m to be ploughed into the existing 
investment areas. 

The funding, if approved, could result in 1,650 new homes; 550 repairs to existing homes; the 
acquisition of 450 properties for clearance and the clearance of 600 unpopular properties, during the 
period 2008-11. (Properties earmarked for clearance in 2008-11 are part of existing proposals that 
residents are aware of.) 

Pathfinder Director Alastair Graham said, “This recognises the early progress that has already been 
made and means that work will continue to increase the choice of well-designed homes for people in 
Oldham, Rochdale and Middleton. 

“Announcements like this also give our development partners increased confidence in the local 
housing markets, which attracts more private sector investment to our boroughs.” 

Full allocations of funding to the 12 areas will be made public in the New Year. 

HMR Board news - 8 November 2007 

A summary of the presentations and key decisions made at the HMR board meeting follows: 

Business Plan 

The Board received a copy of the completed Business Plan, which has now been submitted to the 
DCLG following formal approval from both Rochdale and Oldham Councils. 

The DCLG will now consider the Business Plan and take the views of other partners including the 
Audit Commission, Government Office, English Partnerships and the Audit Commission. 

The Government expects to announce the allocation for 2008-11 in late January or early February 
next year. 

Contact alastair.graham@oldham.gov.uk tel 0161 770 3189 
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Greater Manchester New Growth Point 

The Government’s Housing Green Paper announced a new round of the New Growth Points 
initiative. Expressions of interest were invited and amongst those submitted was one from the 
Association of Greater Manchester Authorities (AGMA). 

AGMA’s bid focuses on the conurbation ‘core’ of Manchester, Salford and Trafford, and on Bolton. 
The expression of interest seeks support for some key feasibility or strategic investment studies 
across Greater Manchester to find the level of infrastructure investment required. 

The Pathfinder has sought to ensure that the expression of interest continues to support the need for 
HMR investment for the foreseeable future. Beyond 2011, the local housing markets in Oldham and 
Rochdale may be in a position where accelerated growth is feasible. 

Contact mark.glynn@oldham.gov.uk tel 0161 770 3085 

Urban Design Guidelines 

Both Oldham and Rochdale Councils have now formally adopted new Urban Design Guidance. 
These documents, supported by the pathfinder, are aimed at raising the quality of development 
across both boroughs. 

The guidance will help to steer main principles for all types of development, including residential and 
the public realm, as well as assisting applicants through the design and planning process. 

The Pathfinder and both Councils continue to work together to ensure the guidance achieves a 
positive impact in raising design quality. This is likely to include facilitating training for planning 
officers on how to use the urban design guidance, as well as promoting the guidance to developers 
and local agents. 

Contact dean.aggett@oldham.gov.uk tel 0161 770 3170 

Strengthening delivery capacity – review 

The pathfinder has recently reviewed delivery arrangements to ensure efficient and effective 
management of the programme, and that it can respond to changes in the future.  

A draft action plan has been produced to address key findings and recommendations over the 
coming year. Carrying out the review now ensures that arrangements will remain fit-for-purpose 
through the coming 3-year Business Plan period.  

Contact ade.alao@oldham.gov.uk tel 0161 770 3777 

Housing market report 
The Board was updated on changes in the housing market at the sub regional, Pathfinder and 
neighbourhood levels. 

The report noted that house price rises have slowed, and Oldham and Rochdale remain the lowest 
in Greater Manchester. Whilst overall long-term voids have fallen, there are still pockets of high void 
levels. In some places voids are increasing, indicating that the market remains fragile. 

Recent instability in the housing market could have an impact in Oldham and Rochdale, so 
monitoring of sales, values and voids will continue. 

The new build survey highlighted the impact new homes can have in attracting new residents, 
especially the higher skilled. This confirms the importance of new developments in contributing to 
improving the local economy.  

Contact anna.charlton@oldham.gov.uk tel 0161 770 3773 
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Asset Management Strategy 
The Board approved the Asset Management Strategy subject to further consultation with and 
approval by both Oldham and Rochdale Council. 

Contact ade.alao@oldham.gov.uk tel 0161 770 3777 

Programme Progress Report 
The Board noted programme progress to date on expenditure, outputs and summaries of the 
delivery plans in each neighbourhood. 

Contact ade.alao@oldham.gov.uk tel 0161 770 3777 

CRE report on ‘Regeneration and the Race Equality Duty’ 
The report highlighted key messages from a Commission for Racial Equality investigation into 
regeneration and race equality. This investigation was a response to allegations nationally of 
unequal distribution of funds, that ethnic minorities were not properly consulted and that regeneration 
did not consider disadvantages experienced by some ethnic groups. 

The CRE made 51 recommendations. Amongst the key messages were: 

• a need to embed discharge of the race equality duty within a clear regeneration strategy 
• strong leadership should accompany close working with representatives from all ethnic groups 
• that officers should be aware of the duty placed upon them and the implications for 

regeneration 
• that clear guidance is needed on responsibilities of and between public sector partners. 

A next step for the Pathfinder is to explore how we are discharging our race equality duty and how 
this fits with wider equalities legislation, guidance and good practice. 

Contact len.harris@oldham.gov.uk tel 0161 770 8326 

HMR Core Team/ General News 

Compulsory Purchase Orders agreed for Derker and Werneth 

The Government has confirmed Oldham Council’s compulsory purchase orders for all outstanding 
land, residential and business properties in the Derker and Werneth/Freehold first phase compulsory 
purchase order (CPO) areas. 

This decision will enable many new homes and environmental improvements to go ahead, which 
many residents are keen to see, as part of the Housing Market Renewal programme.  

The properties purchased using CPOs will be cleared to make room for many well-designed, high 
quality homes for sale, rent and shared ownership. It is part of a balanced regeneration package for 
Derker and Werneth/Freehold that also includes an extensive refurbishment programme, building 
more new homes on vacant sites as well as major environmental improvements. 

The confirmed CPOs affect 90 residential and 12 commercial properties. They do not include 346 
houses that were in Oldham Council’s original CPO application but have since been excluded 
because the Council has already purchased them from their owners on a voluntary basis. 

Research update 

Ecotec carried out a new build survey on behalf of the Pathfinder. The sample 
included occupants of properties that had been built in the last five years in 
Oldham, Rochdale, Bury, Tameside and North Manchester, as they are all part 
of the same housing market. 

A key finding of the study was that one of the factors attracting people to this 
housing was that it was newly built. Ecotec calculated the ‘additionality’ new 
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build had brought in terms of attracting and retaining people and it found it was a stronger factor 
inside the Pathfinder than elsewhere. As the skills level and the employment position of new build 
occupiers are higher than the wider population, this is positive news in terms of reducing the 
polarisation of the Pathfinder and supporting the economic development of the boroughs.  

The results of this survey are intended to be a baseline against which we can judge the 
‘additionality’ HMR resources bring by enhancing new build quality. 

Young people’s housing aspirations - Carried out over the summer, this research sought to 
evaluate how graduates can be attracted and retained to local pathfinder neighbourhoods through 
appropriate housing schemes and communities. 

The survey found that both students and graduates, given the choice, 
would prefer to purchase a property. Young people from Oldham and 
Rochdale view terraced housing close to town centres unfavourably, with 
larger suburban and village style properties being a more attractive 
prospect. 

This further supports the findings that community and location are of high 
importance to young people, who prefer to compromise on the property 
they purchase, to live ‘in the right area’. 

Current surveys - Two pieces of research are underway at present. A survey of movers into, out of 
and between Oldham and Rochdale boroughs is assessing perceptions of neighbourhoods and the 
housing on offer. 

This will involve a postal survey of around 7000 households in Oldham and Rochdale. Fieldwork will 
be complete by April 2008 and the report will be available early summer 2008. 

Research into the private rented sector asking ‘To what extent does the private rented sector in 
Oldham offer quality and choice?' It will evaluate the motivations and perceptions of private tenants. 
This project will be complete by March 2008 and the report will be available in spring 2008. If you 
know any private renters in Oldham who would be happy to fill in a questionnaire, please contact 
Adam Knight-Markiegi at ECOTEC on 0121 616 3738. 

The Core Team is hoping to plan a similar piece of research with teams at Rochdale Council in the 
near future. 

If you require any further information about any of the above projects, please contact 
joanna.vidakovic@oldham.gov.uk  

Sheltered housing latest to benefit from J21 

Oldham residents and businesses are benefiting from a £100m sheltered housing improvement 
scheme, thanks to national building firm, Bullock and local labour in construction initiative J21.  

Bullock is the main contractor working on behalf of Oldham 
sheltered housing PFI project, Housing 21. Bullock signed up 
to a construction charter with J21 over a year ago. During this 
period, they’ve recruited 11 local people, including three 
apprentices through J21 and Oldham College. In addition over 
£2m has been spent with local contractors and suppliers. 

These figures are set to increase over the next four years as 
the construction programme is fully realised. Bullock has 
committed to employing 42 apprentices, three professional 
trainees and 20 general operatives over the period - 67 
construction-related jobs.  
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In addition, a large number of skilled people are employed by local subcontractors implementing the 
work, such as John Abbot Flooring, Lostock Roofing, First Choice Homes, Dew Piling and many 
more.  

Enforcement continues efforts for cleaner neighbourhoods. 

Efforts to improve the environment in HMR neighbourhoods continue through the work of HMR- 
funded enforcement officers. 

In September the landlord of the Albion Inn, Chadderton was found guilty of failing in her duty of care 
to properly dispose of commercial waste and was ordered to pay a fine of £1,500 plus £350 costs. 
Twenty bin liners of waste had been dumped in Werneth in July, and were traced back to the pub. 

Since January 2006, 38 incidents were recorded of bin bags of household waste being dumped on 
the grassed area between Lincoln Street and Worcester Street, Werneth. 

Evidence relating to one address on Worcester Street, had been found in the waste on 8 separate 
occasions. Enforcement Officer Christopher Elliott visited and questioned the occupier about the 
incident. The occupier denied any knowledge and claimed that unknown persons had removed the 
waste from their bin and dumped it there. 

CCTV equipment was then used to monitor the area. The residents were both seen depositing one 
black bin liner each on separate occasions. The pair were then each issued with a fixed penalty 
notice for littering which they failed to pay so the case went to the Magistrates Court. They were each 
fined £200 and ordered to pay £100 costs each. 

Lantern parades to light up neighbourhoods 

The popular Lantern parades in Derker and Werneth will brighten dark December evenings again this 
year. 

Werneth’s parade takes place on Saturday 8 December, with hot refreshments laid on. Everyone is 
welcome to take part. 

Derker’s parade is the following Friday, 14 December, starting from 
Mayfield primary school. A potato pie supper will be provided, and 
entertainment from the Lees Brass band and East Oldham Methodist 
Choir. 

Workshops are being held for people to learn all about the lanterns before 
the parades. The Werneth workshop is on Saturday 24 November at 
Christ Church, and in Derker at the Groundwork building, Shaw Road on 1 
December. Older residents will also have their own workshop at the 
Grange in Derker on 30 November. 

Community Links are also supporting the Festival of Light on 5 December 
at the Queen Elizabeth Hall. Young people from St Augustine's school will 
be making lanterns to welcome people into the festival. 

Residents Sounding Panel 

The next meeting of the Pathfinder-wide Residents Sounding Panel takes place on Wednesday 5 
December, in East Central Rochdale. Members will get an update on the Pathfinder's recently 
submitted Business Plan and also have an opportunity to ‘road test’ some of the communications and 
consultation guidance sheets prepared by the Communications and Engagement Group. 

If you have any issues/items that you think would be appropriate for discussion with the RSP, please 
get in touch.  
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There are some seats available on the RSP Core Group for a resident of Primrose Bank, Clerkwell, 
Alt and Kirkholt, and seats available on the RSP's wider email group, so if you know any residents 
who may be interested, please contact Claire Morgan, Consultation Manager on 0161 770 8328. 

East Central Rochdale 

Remediation work is underway to prepare for the development 
of eighty-five eco-friendly homes two retail units on the site of 
the former Dale and Arkwright Mills in Hamer, Rochdale. 

The high quality landscaped development will include play 
spaces and stand alongside the River Roch, with views toward 
the scenic Pennine hills. 

Derker 

Derker’s silver surfers hone their IT skills 

Nine members of the Derker Friendship Club have been learning to make the most of computers, 
through a taster course in Information Technology. 

The residents wanted to learn a new skill, and the course they chose has been a great success. It 
took them through everything from turning on the computer to sending email. 

The course was organised in partnership with Oldham Lifelong Learning and took place at the central 
library in Oldham town centre.  

One member of the group, Jean Forder, aged 74 said, "Initially it was daunting, the idea of using a 
computer. However as the weeks have passed I have thoroughly enjoyed myself. I struggled with the 
mouse initially but I soon got over that."  

Another member of the group, Alma Spedding said, “I can’t wait to email my granddaughter in 
America now." 

The Derker Friendship Club is organised by Community Links for the Housing Market Renewal 
neighbourhood of Derker. It meets up every fortnight and runs a variety of activities. If anyone is 
interested they can contact Poppy Khanom at Community Links on 0161 331 2613.  

Langley 

The first stages of public consultation on Langley regarding the HMR proposals to regenerate the 
estate are nearly complete.  

Those directly affected by the proposals were written to 
back in September, explaining the implications of the 
proposals. All those directly affected were invited to 
attend personal interviews with advisors to discuss their 
circumstances. So far over 90 people have come 
forward to put forward their views either via personal or 
telephone interviews.  

In October, open public consultation events took place 
on Langley. Members of the public were able to view the 
proposals in more detail and complete questionnaires to 
put forward their views. The events were a huge 
success, attracting around 400 local people and almost 

200 questionnaires completed. Staff from the HMR team also visited local groups to consult young 
people, parents and pensioners.  
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The Langley HMR Team is continuing to make contact with those directly affected who have not yet 
come forward to have their say. Staff are visiting the remaining affected properties to ensure that 
everyone is aware of the proposals and has the opportunity to have their say.  

An external organisation will analyse the results from the consultation. In December residents will 
receive a third newsletter explaining the results, and giving a general indication of whether or not the 
people of Langley agree with the ideas. Early next year, the team expects to go back to the 
community with a revised plan, taking into consideration all the views expressed during this busy 
consultation period. 

The team would like to thank everyone who has been involved in the planning and delivery of the 
consultation for their time and continued support. 

Werneth 

More Werneth homes receive a facelift 

More than 110 houses in Werneth will get an environmental makeover as work gets underway this 
month. 

More than £800,000 will be invested in the Exterior Improvements Scheme in Werneth this year. For 
each home, boundary walls will be rebuilt both at the front and rear, new railings installed, together 
with new gutters and rainwater pipes. Stonework decorations and repointing will be carried out to 
improve the condition of front external walls. 

Properties on Manchester Road, Tamworth Street and Cambridge Street are expected to benefit 
from the first phase of works. Improvements to the Cambridge Street homes will complement the new 
houses built with Housing Market Renewal funding on nearby Devon Street and Norfolk Street. 

Hathershaw & Fitton Hill 

Plans for North Hathershaw meet with community approval 

Plans to improve north Hathershaw and revitalise Snowdon Street, Broadway Street, Montreal Street, 
Goddard Street and Columbia Street recently got the thumbs up from residents. 

The plans are phase two of the long-term joint Spatial Masterplan set to transform the areas of 
Hathershaw & Fitton Hill. 

At well-attended feedback sessions at the end of October, residents overwhelmingly supported and 
signed up to the range of improvements on offer. These included alleyway resurfacing, landscaping, 
refurbishments to the outside of properties, traffic calming measures and improvements to school 
entrances. 

The improvement works will start this month with the resurfacing of alleyways. Work on this project 
should be completed in March 2008.  

In January work starts to transform the Ashton Road gateway. NDC is working with the local history 
group and Broadfield School to design artwork and sculptures to make the gateway a focal point of 
the improvements. 

This will involve the demolition of 155 Ashton Road, a disused shop. Alongside this will be extensive 
landscaping to this area starting next February. 

Work to install alleygates around streets vulnerable to crime in this area will start with a consultation 
session this month followed by installation in March 2008. 

Work to give the residential properties on Broadway Street a well-deserved facelift will start at the 
beginning of next year. 
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In addition there are a number of activities with residents and Broadfield School to help keep this part 
of the Spatial Masterplan on track. These include drama workshops with Broadfield School to 
address the issues of children dropping litter and plans to develop a school travel plan to create safe 
routes to school. 

There will also be a feasibility study looking at ways to calm traffic, and work with anti social 
behaviour officers to tackle key problems in this area will be increased. 

Clarkwell & Primrose Bank 

The PFI4 Gateways to Oldham project has now entered its procurement (Competitive Dialogue) 
phase. Three consortia are now actively bidding for the PFI4 contract (Inspiral, Inspirit and Solutions 
for Oldham).  

Thirty local residents attended a ‘meet the bidders’ event on 16 October at the Salvation Army, 
Primrose Bank. Bidders used this opportunity to showcase other housing regeneration projects they 
have successfully delivered and to talk to residents about the project. 

Bidders are now preparing initial designs that will be presented to the Primrose Bank Stakeholder 
Group in late January 2008 for comments. 

Next HMR Board Meeting 

The next HMR Board meeting is on Thursday 20 December. The next edition of HMR Digest will be 
published in the week commencing 31 December.  

This newsletter is distributed to all Oldham and Rochdale Councillors, LSP members, MPs and 
HMR Board Members. It is also published on www.oldhamrochdalehmr.co.uk and on 
www.oldhampartnership.org.uk 

For all enquiries about this newsletter, contact Dawn Sexton, Communications Manager, HMR 
Pathfinder, tel: 0161 770 3755 or email dawn.sexton@oldham.gov.uk  


