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News from the HMR Board Meeting and a round-up of recent progress – July 2007 

Two awards for high quality housing designs 

New homes being built in Rochdale as part of the Housing Market Renewal programme received 
two National Housing Design Awards at a ceremony held in London this month. 

Eileen Scott, Director at English Partnerships, presented the awards to Councillor Zulfiqar Ali and 
representatives from BASE (Rochdale Council’s development partner), the Oldham Rochdale HMR 
Pathfinder, Rochdale Development Agency and Proctor and Matthews and OMI Architects. 

The awards were in recognition of the quality of the plans for new housing at the Trafalgar Street 
site in Wardleworth and the former Dale and Arkwright Mill sites in Hamer.  Both schemes beat off 
competition from many leading architects and developers in the category of projects that had 
detailed planning consent but were not yet completed. 

BASE started building the first 25 homes at the Trafalgar 
Street site earlier this month.  The homes are a mix of sizes 
with some for sale, rent and shared ownership.  They are 
being built using materials from ‘green’ sources, aiming to cut 
residents’ fuel bills and achieve the Eco-homes ‘very good’ 
standard. 

This first phase will see 12 properties for sale, three three-
bedroom and nine four-bedroom homes. A further five homes 
for rent and eight for shared ownership will be available from 
West Pennine (part of the Regenda Group).  

 

OMI Architects developed the designs with valuable 
input from local people who gave their views at 
consultation events.  The scheme will be known as 
Nelson Place and later phases will take the number of 
homes on the development to 52. 

BASE is also building 85 new homes where Dale and 
Arkwright Mills once stood in Hamer. The eco-
friendly homes, designed by architects Proctor & 
Matthews, will be built overlooking the River Roch. The 
high quality landscaped development will include play 
spaces, pedestrian friendly streets, and views toward 
the Pennine hills. Some of the homes will be available 
for rent and shared ownership through West Pennine 
Housing Association (part of the Regenda Group). 

Artist’s impression of Trafalgar St homes 

Detail of the new homes at the Dale Mill site 
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Richard McCarthy, Director General for Programmes, Policy and Innovation at the Government’s 
Department for Communities and Local Government, attended the awards ceremony and 
commended Rochdale for raising the standard of design in urban areas, particularly for family 
homes. 

Cllr Zulfiqar Ali, Cabinet Member for Community Cohesion and Housing, said, “I am really proud to 
collect these awards with our partners.  It’s great to receive national recognition but the real winners 
are local people who are benefiting from a huge improvement in the quality of housing on offer.” 

Pathfinder Director Alastair Graham added, “The judges were looking for the very best in housing 
design, and our plans have been judged against the highest competition from throughout the 
country.”  

A third development, of 18 eco-homes at Selwyn Close in Coppice, Oldham completed in 2006 also 
made the awards shortlist. 

Contact dean.aggett@oldham.gov.uk Senior Planning & Design Officer, tel 0161 770 3170 

HMR Board news 19 July 

The Board meeting of Thursday 19 July was an away day to consider options for the Business Plan 
for future funding in the period 2008-11. 

The Pathfinder has been invited to submit a Business Plan covering the three-year period to 2011. 
The plan will emphasise the added value the programme will bring about, the involvement of the 
private sector, issues of affordability in the local housing market, outputs and expected outcomes 
for house prices, vacancies and population trends. 

We will need to submit the Business Plan to Government by 2 November, who are expected to 
agree allocations by the end of January. 

At the away day, the Board looked at the Strategic Review of HMR in the light of a changing 
housing market, changes in Government thinking and how these would affect the programme. 
Board members discussed the key points to be considered in putting together the Business Plan. 

Various options for the plan were outlined and considered by the board, with particular reference to 
the strategic review and to design quality. 

Following the meeting, which confirmed the preferred programme composition, further work will be 
undertaken to develop the detail. At the next Board away day in September, members will be 
presented with a programme that reflects the views expressed during this meeting. At this stage the 
programme will have been worked through to provide clarity over schemes to be supported by HMR 
and more accurate information regarding forecast outputs and partner investment.  

Contact mark.glynn@oldham.gov.uk Head of Strategy, Tel 0161 770 3085 

General News 

Pathfinder a leading light in regeneration 

We have enjoyed more acclaim this month, being ranked amongst the top 25 organisations 
engaged in delivering high quality regeneration across the country. 

The ranking, published in national development journal Regenerate, recognises local authorities, 
delivery agencies, housebuilders, housing associations and developers that are delivering the very 
best in renewal. 

The citation said of the Oldham Rochdale Pathfinder, ‘This relatively small regeneration player 
punches above its weight with its commitment to transform this deprived area with high quality 
integrated communities, and its ability to deliver.’ 
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‘The pathfinder is catering to the needs of its very diverse community with innovative and sensitive 
design solutions.’ 

Welcoming the accolade, Pathfinder Director Alastair Graham said, “The reputation of the Oldham 
Rochdale Pathfinder for the quality of design and for innovation continues to grow. Over the coming 
year extensive building work will get underway at sites across both boroughs, further enhancing our 
reputation, and making a huge difference to the choice of housing on offer.” 

The Oldham Rochdale Pathfinder is the only HMR Pathfinder in the country to have been included 
in the top 25. Bellway, Barratt homes and Haslam Homes, each of which are working as 
development partners in Oldham and Rochdale HMR neighbourhoods, join the Pathfinder in the list. 

Cohesion research 

We recently completed some qualitative research 
looking at the impact of ethnicity on the housing 
market – this involved running a number of focus 
groups with people of different ethnicities, ages and 
tenures. 

The research indicates the potential for more 
integration in the future. Firstly, that the aspirations 
of young white and Asian people are exactly the 
same (a safe neighbourhood with a good 
environment, no ASB and close to family and 
friends), there is a desire amongst many young  
Asians to live in mixed areas and many people 
were aware of the positive outcomes of the 
Community Induction projects run by Ashiana and 
FCHO. 

The research also found that most young people currently had a view of the housing market that led 
them to define areas as ‘white’, ‘Asian’, or ‘mixed’. These perceptions tend to affect their housing 
choices.  The clustering of different ethnic groups has its roots in the traditional settlement patterns 
of immigrants, which have been backed up by positive and negative processes since.   

A lot of people of all ethnic groups choose an area because of family, friends and local facilities and 
this is seen as a positive reason for continued clustering.  However there are also barriers in the 
market that prevent people having a free choice, and these reasons are negative. 

The barriers are about a lack of affordable housing in safe, attractive locations, perceptions and 
experience of racism, poor conditions in some settlement areas and a perceived instability amongst 
the white population in mixed areas. 

The next Scheme Update will take account of these findings. The research is available on the HMR 
website or from anna.charlton@oldham.gov.uk  

HMR Respect Action Plan 

The Respect drive is a cross-Government strategy to tackle anti social behaviour and related crime. 
This aims to create a modern culture of mutual respect across communities - where anti-social 
behaviour is rare and tackled effectively, and communities can live in peace together. 

Key measures of the drive include: 

• A new approach to tackling problem families through intensive family intervention programmes.  
• A wide-ranging programme to address poor parenting.  

Tom Ratcliffe and Rasheda Khatun, who took part 
in the research 
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• Strengthening communities through more responsive public services.  
• Improving behaviour and attendance in schools.  
• The funding of constructive activities for young people such as youth intervention projects and 

sports programmes 

Pathfinders have an important part to play in delivering the Respect Agenda. Although our funding 
is largely directed at physical interventions to help rebuild communities, we are working on a much 
wider canvas, tackling related issues such as skills, education, poor landlords, crime and anti-social 
behaviour, all of which contribute to and feed on the unpopularity of places. 

DCLG expects Pathfinders to work closely with our partners to contribute to the delivery of the 
Respect Agenda, and has put together a protocol outlining how it expects us to do that.  In future 
our performance in meeting the themes in this protocol will be measured by the Audit Commission 
and will contribute to decisions about future funding. 

As a result we’ve been working with colleagues in both boroughs to put together a Delivery Plan, 
showing what actions we will be taking over the next nine months. This focuses in particular on: 

• Using the market intelligence we’ve been collecting to contribute to the development of 
strategies and interventions 

• Continuing to make sure that we communicate effectively with our communities about actions 
that have been taken 

• Promoting the use of high quality design to contribute to the development of safe and desirable 
neighbourhoods. 

• Improving the way we work with our partners to tackle anti-social behaviour, including in the 
private rented sector. 

We will formally launch the plan in September, but if you would like a copy of the draft in the 
meantime contact dawn.cole@oldham.gov.uk Tel 0161 770 8578  

Residents Sounding Panel enters second year 

Thank you to all those people who were involved with the recruitment drive for the Pathfinder wide 
Residents Sounding Panel.  The recruitment process was very successful and resulted in attracting 
several new people to the Panel as well as improving the overall composition of its membership.  
Seats available for the core meetings group are now full for most of the intervention 
neighbourhoods for this year, however we are still looking for one more person from Alt and two 
more people from Primrose Bank and Clarkwell. 

The first meeting of this year’s Residents Sounding Panel took place at the Langley Sure Start 
Children’s Centre on 5 July. Panel members discussed the role of the RSP and their annual work 
programme, as well as receiving a presentation about the context of HMR from Head of 
Programmes, Ade Alao.  

The Panel’s views were also sought on one emerging policy issue for the Pathfinder, the impact of 
Buy to Let and the private rented sector. These comments have since been reported back to the 
Policy Development Team and the Board as part of the Scheme Update preparations process. 

Please continue to raise the profile of the RSP within your neighbourhoods and existing 
engagement structures.  Ongoing applications to the RSP will be accepted all year round and 
people will be added to the wider email list for alternative forms of consultation on a bi-monthly 
basis. Members of the Core Group will be selected each year in June.   

If you require any further information about the work of the RSP or have any suggestions for its 
future development, please contact Claire Morgan, Consultation Manager in the Core Team on 
0161 770 8328, mobile 07739 199349 or email claire.morgan@oldham.gov.uk 
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News from the Design Task Group 

The Design Task Group is a forum run by the Commission for Architecture and the Built 
Environment (CABE) to share best practice and experience amongst the nine Housing Market 
Renewal Pathfinder Partnerships.  

Usually, a key theme is explored such as urban design principles, the importance of quality public 
realm or open space and raising design quality through the developer procurement process. DTG 
16 provided the nine Pathfinders with the opportunity to present their Design Strategies and share 
approaches with colleagues.  

Head of Strategy Mark Glynn presented the Oldham Rochdale Pathfinder’s strategy, which 
emphasised that design quality was a key element to create more attractive and sustainable 
neighbourhoods.  

Mark outlined the Pathfinder’s and local partners’ work to 
'raise the design bar' through working jointly with local 
authorities to produce Urban Design Guidance for the 
Pathfinder and the two boroughs, as well as our focus on 
developing exemplar design schemes, particularly Dale 
Mill in Rochdale and St Mary's in Oldham together with 
Selwyn Street in Oldham, a completed project that 
demonstrates how the Pathfinder’s design standards can 
be delivered.   

Richard Simmons Chief Executive of CABE and Jenna 
Littler from DCLG spoke at the meeting. Both praised the 
achievements of the Pathfinders in delivering design 
quality as part of their programme and outlined some 
future challenges, including developing environmentally 
sustainable homes.  

Carry out your own market analysis 

You may be aware that HMR has a data web site, www.oldhamrochdalehmr-trends.co.uk that any 
of our partners can access. The site is updated quarterly and you can see at a neighbourhood, 
Area Committee/Township level or Borough level: 

• House prices 
• Volume of re-sales 
• Council Tax benefit uptake 
• Long term and short term empty properties 

and lots more! If you would like access please contact anna.charlton@oldham.gov.uk 

Copies of Annual Report available 

Our latest Annual Report has now been published, and copies will soon be 
available from neighbourhood offices. The report will also be provided to 
partners, funders, Councillors and MPs. The document is also available on 
our website www.oldhamrochdalehmr.co.uk  

If you require further copies, please contact dawn.sexton@oldham.gov.uk Tel 
0161 770 3775. 

The ‘exemplar’ scheme at St Mary’s, 
Oldham 
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East Central Rochdale 

End of term celebration for Children’s Forum 

Pupils from four schools in and around the Housing Market Renewal neighbourhoods of East 
Central Rochdale will be celebrating this week. 

The celebration event is an opportunity to recognise what members of the ‘Step Forward, Speak 
Out’ Forum have achieved and to enjoy some fun activities as well as be presented with certificates 
of achievement. 

Throughout the year, Year 5 and 6 pupils from Heybrook, Hamer, Kentmere and Belfield Primary 
Schools have met together regularly. 

During their membership of the forum, the children have discussed many issues including plans for 
local play facilities, and issues around the environment including recycling and street cleaning. 

The Children’s Empowerment Project at Sure Start set up the Children’s forum in partnership with 
Community Development Worker Kate Arnold. 

Kate said, “The Children from the Step Forward Speak Out Forum have worked really well and 
have been very committed and enthusiastic. They are interested in the future of their 
neighbourhoods, and they have asked some searching questions about the changes going on.” 

Derker 

A Derker woman who has always dreamed of living in a brand new home has made her first step 
onto the property ladder thanks to a special scheme. 

Dianne Murray, 27, has moved into a two-bedroom house 
at the Stoneleigh development in Derker using shared 
ownership, operated by Northern Counties Housing 
Association. The college administrator says she’s struck 
lucky because she can stay close to neighbours and friends 
but also enjoy the benefits of a modern house. 

Dianne bought a 25% share of the home in Fairbourne 
Walk after reading about the initiative in a previous edition 
of this newsletter. The shared ownership scheme means 
she only pays some of the purchase price of the home, and 
a reduced rent on the rest, with the option to increase her share when she wants. 

Dianne was keen to stay close to family and friends, but had her heart set on a new home. The 
Stoneleigh development, on the site of the former Granville Mill, which burned down in the 90s, is 
the first development in Derker built through Housing Market Renewal. The multi-million pound 
initiative aims to raise the prosperity of areas that have suffered from lower property prices. 

Dianne said, “If Stoneleigh hadn’t been here, I would have looked at moving elsewhere, so it’s 
fantastic that I can stay in Derker and have an up-to-date house. Shared ownership was right for me 
because it means I can afford to buy in my own time without being scared of taking on too much 
debt.” 

McInerney Homes have completed 35 apartments and houses at Stoneleigh and a further 38 will be 
complete by Spring 2008.  The majority of new homes will be for sale.  

Langley 

The Neighbourhood Action Plan funding panel met recently and has approved funding for a range of 
projects including; 
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• A mentoring project that aims to train young people and adults to become mentors to other 
young people or adults in the community. 

• Langley Lazers will be running football coaching and health awareness sessions to a wide 
range of age groups across Langley. 

• Demesne Community Centre are going to run a Garden Party that will focus on health issues 
across Langley providing a range of health checks such as blood pressure and sugar together 
with advice on improving eating or fitness. 

• Provision of a mobile CCTV camera to be used in problem areas across Langley. 
• Langley Theatre Workshop are going to be working on a drama project with young people ‘Act 

Out’, which will focus on issues around knife and gun crime and then take a production to 
schools and community centres around the area. 

Werneth 

Crucial Crew helping older HMR residents stay safe 
 

Older residents from the HMR neighbourhoods of Oldham came together in May to find out about 
staying safe and secure in their homes. 

Crucial Crew for Older People was organised by Community Links, who have joined together with 
other partners, including Greater Manchester Police and Age Concern, to give residents advice and 
information. 

Experts from various agencies were on hand to provide guidance on keeping homes secure from 
potential burglars, bogus callers through short presentations and displays. The residents attending 
also found out about safety in the home, such as ways to prevent trips, falls and other accidents. 

Kirkholt 

Open Day on Kirkholt 

A Vision for Kirkholt open day is planned for Saturday 11 August, 12 noon to 3pm at Sandbrook 
Extended School on Kirkholt.  

The event is an opportunity to consult local people on many issues, from the use of open spaces 
and youth activities, a grounds maintenance pilot scheme for the estate, and the Heritage 
Assessment. J21 and Kingsway Business Park will be represented. 

Lots of activities for children and young people will be on offer, including a circus skills workshop, 
climbing wall, drawing and painting of Kirkholt past and present, face painting and sports activities. 

Hathershaw & Fitton Hill 

Development of  ‘The Triangle’ Meets with Community Approval 

One of the key projects in the Hathershaw/Fitton Hill Masterplan, the Borough Mill Triangle site 
between Ashton Road, Copsterhill Road and Schofield Street, received a vote of confidence from 
the community in June. 

Over 90 residents attended a joint consultation session with NDC and Oldham Council early in June 
who said what they thought of the emerging proposals.   

The selected developer, Countryside Properties put forward their imaginative proposals to transform 
this important gateway site at the consultation event. Residents heard of the proposals for around 
280 high quality homes, new and improved shops and office accommodation with landscaped areas 
and open space and were invited to air their views.   
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The results of feedback were very positive. 91% of respondents supported the proposals and 
agreed that the site needed to be regenerated. 

86% of people thought that the mix of uses including housing, offices, shops and open space was 
appropriate and 65% thought that the proposals would result in a safer attractive and friendly 
housing area.  There were also high levels of support for a central open space area within the site 
that incorporated a place for children to play.  Residents also supported a mix of traditional and 
modern style homes.  

Some concerns expressed by residents included questions about car parking, proposed building 
heights and about the demolition of some of the properties on Neild Street. 

Countryside Properties will submit their planning application by the end of 2007 taking into 
consideration the views of the community.  

Alt & Sholver 

Blighted flats are demolished 

Following residents concerns, flats on Cherry Avenue that 
have blighted the area for sometime have been demolished. 
In all, five derelict blocks will be demolished. In the long term 
the land is expected to be used for the regeneration of the 
estate. 

Members of Alt TRA and other residents turned out to see 
demolition work begin on Tuesday 19 June. Cliff Leach of 
Alt TRA said, “The flats have really brought down the 
appearance of the estate, so neighbouring residents will 
welcome this.” 

Next HMR Board Meeting 

The next HMR Board meeting is on Thursday 27 September July. The next edition of HMR Digest 
will be published in the week commencing 1 October. 

This newsletter is distributed to all Oldham and Rochdale Councillors, LSP members, MPs and 
HMR Board Members. It is also published on www.oldhamrochdalehmr.co.uk and on 
www.oldhampartnership.org.uk 

For all enquiries about this newsletter, contact Dawn Sexton, Communications Manager, HMR 
Pathfinder, Tel: 0161 770 3755 or email dawn.sexton@oldham.gov.uk 


